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Hello! 

I hope you and your family are enjoying the summer and our students’ time away from school! I also 
hope you are carving out at least 30 minutes each day to enjoy some reading, which will in turn help 
your child increase their academic success as we approach the new school year. 

The start of school is always an exciting time for students, staff and families. This school year, we 
have several things to look forward to as our students return to the classroom on Wednesday, August 
16th. 

Back to School Schedule (early dismissal through Labor Day) – Each fall, we always seem to 
struggle with the heat as we transition back to school. While our taxpayers voted last November to 
assist us with facility needs, including upgrades to our HVAC systems which will eventually lead to all 
schools being air-conditioned, we still have several buildings that are awaiting their scheduled 
projects. While thus far, it has been somewhat a mild summer, we know our buildings always seem to 
be the hottest by mid-August, making it hard to concentrate on learning for some students. We also 
recognize our staff have needs for professional development that we often cannot fit in at the 
beginning of the year. Ideally, many trainings and staff meetings would occur sooner than later so that 
teachers can use what they learn, and implement with students for the entire school year.  

Starting August 16th through the Labor Day holiday this school year, we will implement a “back to 
school schedule” which will allow us to have shortened days with students. This will hopefully allow 
our students some reprieve from the heat and also allow our staff to meet in air-conditioned spaces 
after dismissal to participate in pre-planned professional development activities.  

Starting the first day of school (August 16), all students will be dismissed one hour early.   

• Students attending a tier 1 (7:30 – 2:30) school will dismiss at 1:30  
• Students attending a tier 2 (8:30 – 3:30) school will dismiss at 2:30.  

This schedule will continue through September 1st. Starting Tuesday, September 5th, regular 
schedules will resume and parents will be notified in advance on a day-by-day basis if hot weather 
requires a continued heat schedule. During the back to school schedule, coaches and school staff will 
communicate schedules for athletics and after-school activities. 

It is important that parents help us pay close attention to attendance throughout the school year, but 
especially during this shortened school day. To be counted present for a full day, students will not be 
able to miss any time or periods throughout the school day. The State of Illinois requires 300 minutes 
of instructional time to be counted for a full day of school. Please help make sure your student is at 
school on time, every day, read to learn! 



K-8 Visits to Peoria Riverfront Museum – This summer, we joined the Peoria Riverfront Museum 
for a special announcement that will positively impact learning for every K-8 student in our district. 
Thanks to a generous donation from the Barton Family Foundation, all of our K-8 students will have 
the chance to visit the museum at no cost to the district during one school day each year for at least 
the next five years. Our curriculum team is working to closely align each school and grade level visit 
with the curriculum that is being taught in the classroom, so that the experience will take what 
students are learning to the next level. 

Handbook/Calendar – We are currently working to finish publication of our annual district handbook/ 
calendar that we provide students and staff at the beginning of the school year. In the next few 
weeks, you should be receiving it via mail. Please use the school event calendar in this packet 
created by your principal to mark important school dates in the handbook/calendar once you receive 
it. The publication is an important resource to help you be aware of events in our district and at your 
child’s school, as well as our primary source for communicating our district policies and procedures. 

In this packet, you will find many helpful tools and a lot of information to help you prepare for the 
upcoming school year.  With your help and involvement, we will continue to grow our students and 
our district. As you know, our strategic plan focuses on five pillars:        

1. High Standards, Rigorous College and Career Curricula, and Engaged and Relevant 
Experiences  

2. Systems of Support  
3. Committed and Effective Leaders, Teachers, Staff, and Student  
4. Engaging Families and Communities  
5. Financial Stewardship and Operational Excellence 

Last year, our District moved to a first day compliance policy for physicals and immunizations. This 
traditionally impacts students who are new the district, our incoming kindergarteners, sixth graders, 
ninth graders and 12th graders. As we transitioned to this policy, we saw many positive results. In 
2015, we had nearly 700 students not able to attend school during the middle of the semester on 
October 15th, the previous deadline for physicals and immunizations. In 2016, we only had 468 
students miss the first day of school because of medical non-compliance. This spring and summer, 
our school nurses have been working extra hard to make contact with families of non-compliant 
students so that appointments can be made and students prepared to be at school on August 16th. If 
your child is due for a physical or immunization, please make your doctor appointment as soon as 
possible or visit our registration hubs to receive these services. Again, if your child is entering 
kindergarten, sixth, ninth or 12th grade, or is a new student from out of State, he or she will need a 
physical, dental exam and/or immunizations before they can attend school. 

Our back to school calendar events begin on July 24th with online registration opening in Family 
Access for families of returning students who have not moved.  

On Tuesday, July 25th our first registration hub is planned. All dates and times are listed below and 
there is also a flyer in this packet for you to tear out and put on your refrigerator as a reminder.  

• Tuesday, July 25 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High, Manual Academy 
and Glen Oak Learning Center  

• Thursday, July 27 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High, Manual Academy 
and Glen Oak Learning Center  

• Saturday, July 29 / 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Dream Center Peoria (Backpack Peoria)  
• Wednesday, August 2 / 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High, Manual 

Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center  



• Saturday, August 5 / 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Richwoods High, Peoria High, Manual 
Academy and Glen Oak Learning Center 

You will want to stop at one of these locations on one of the hub days if you are attending any of the 
27 Peoria Public Schools during the upcoming school year and: 

• Need help with your username or password for online registration (returning students only)  
• Need to turn in physical, immunization or other medical paperwork so that your child is 

compliant on the first day of school.  
• Need a physical, immunization or dental exam for your child.  
• Need a translator to assist in the registration process.  
• Need to register a new student or update your records if you have moved. 

It is important that every child attend every class, every day with the exception of sickness and illness 
and they begin with the first day of school, August 16th! To ensure that our students have the full 
opportunity to learn and stay engaged throughout the year, it is imperative that they be in class when 
school is in session. Our primary and middle schools made great progress last year in getting closer 
to our 95% goal. We will be working hard with all grade levels this year, especially our high schools, 
to increase student attendance, and ultimately student achievement. 

Finally, as parents, we need you to be involved not only in making sure your child gets to school on 
time every day. Last year, we were able to launch a PTO in every school, but there is still a lot of work 
to do to keep these organizations running to support our schools. Please consider attending and 
participating in PTO activities. If PTO dates are not included in the school event calendar in this 
packet, make sure you get a copy of the schedule from your child’s school. 

With your help, I look forward to the start of a great school year on August 16, 2017!  Remember, we 
will release one hour early between August 16 and September 1 for our Back to School Schedule. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 


